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Syllabus for: (name of class) ENGL 17: American Literature: Beginnings to 
Civil War 
 

Semester & Year:  F 14 

Course ID and Section Number:       ENGL-17-E6176
 

 

Number of Credits/Units: 3.0 

Day/Time: 
Location: 

TTH 1:15-2:40 
HUM 115 

Instructor’s Name: Susan Nordlof 

Contact Information: Office location and hours: CA 121  T 10-11, TH 9:30-11 
Phone: 476-4336 
Email:nordlof1@pacbell.net 

Course Description  (catalog description as described in course outline): A survey of early American         
  literature from pre-conquest and early contact, up to the Civil War. Students will read critically and analytically in genres ranging
 from transcribed oral legends through exploration and captivity narratives, religious tracts, letters, philosophical essays, diaries,  
novels, short stories, and poems.

Student Learning Outcomes(as described in course outline:
1. Analyze the significance of a literary work using close reading                                                           
 2.  Generate interpretative arguments that include comparison, evaluation, and/or synthesis 
of other readers' claims.
 3. Discuss historical, intellectual, and cultural contexts for works of American literature.
 

 

 
 

 

Special accommodations: College of the Redwoods complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  
Please present your written accommodation request at least one week before the first test so 
that necessary arrangements can be made.  No last-minute arrangements or post-test 
adjustments will be made.  If you have a disability or believe you might benefit from disability 
related services and may need accommodations, please see me or contact Disabled Students 
Programs and Services. Students may make requests for alternative media by contacting DSPS. 
 

Academic Misconduct: Cheating, plagiarism, collusion, abuse of resource materials, computer 
misuse, fabrication or falsification, multiple submissions, complicity in academic misconduct, 
and/ or bearing false witness will not be tolerated. Violations will be dealt with according to the 
procedures and sanctions proscribed by the College of the Redwoods. Students caught 
plagiarizing or cheating on exams will receive an “F” in the course.  
 
The student code of conduct is available on the College of the Redwoods website at: 
http://redwoods.edu/District/Board/New/Chapter5/AP%205500%20Conduct%20Code%20final
%2002-07-2012.pdf    
 
Additional information about the rights and responsibilities of students,  Board policies, and 

administrative procedures is located in the college catalog and on the College of the Redwoods 

http://redwoods.edu/District/Board/New/Chapter5/AP%205500%20Conduct%20Code%20final%2002-07-2012.pdf
http://redwoods.edu/District/Board/New/Chapter5/AP%205500%20Conduct%20Code%20final%2002-07-2012.pdf
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ESSENTIAL ENGL 17 COURSE INFORMATION: FALL 2014 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Susan Nordlof  

 

EMAIL: Susan-Nordlof@redwoods.edu 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Creative Arts 121 

T 10-11, TH 9:30-11 by appointment. 

If you show up at other times, please do not assume 

that I will be there or that I will be able to meet with 

you (since I may be preparing for class or running off 

to another class or to a meeting) 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE PHONE/ VOICE-MAIL: (707) 476-433 

 

 

 

MY WRITING CENTER HOURS:  

 For ENGL 52 Students Only 

 LRC 102  MW 8:30-9:55 , M 2:50-4:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

A survey of early American literature from pre-conquest and earlycontact, up to the Civil War.  Students will read critically 

and analytically in genres ranging from transcribed oral legends through exploration and captivity narratives, religious 

tracts, letters, philosophical essays, diaries, novels, short stories, and poems 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION: ENGL 1A (or equivalent)  

To be successful in ENGL 17, students must have college-level reading and writing skills, including some familiarity with 

academic research conventions and MLA citation style. 

 

Any students enrolled in the course who have not completed English 1A should meet with me at the end of the first 

class meeting.  Students in this course are expected to read and write at a college level and to be familiar with MLA paper 

format and documentation style.  I strongly suggest that students who have not had this recommended preparation, enroll in 

ENGL 52 (The Writing Lab), so they may receive additional support in the class. 

            

RECOMMENDED CO-ENROLLMENT: ENGL 52 

Engl 52 is a credit/non-credit, open entry-exit course.  Enrollment allows you to use the services of the Writing Center 

(LRC 102)—the most valuable of which is help and feedback from English instructors on your essay drafts (or other 

course work).  You can schedule your Writing Center time slot around your existing schedule, and you can add the course 

later in the semester than most other classes. For more information, pick up an ENGL 52 handout from me or (beginning in 

Week 2) at the Writing Center itself. 

 

REQUIRED  TEXTS AND MATERIALS  
 

► The Norton Anthology of American Literature, ed. Nina Baym.  Shorter 8
th

 Ed. 

   

If you are using a different edition, then it will be your responsibility to adjust to any differences in pagination—and even 

more importantly, to make sure you have access to any readings that may have been added to the latest edition. 

 

►Moby-Dick,  Herman Melville.  Norton Critical edition. 2
nd

 ed. 

            

DIRECTIONS FOR SUBMITTING PAPERS OUTSIDE OF CLASS 

 

 There are two places where you may leave assignments for me outside of the classroom: the instructor drop 

box in the Creative Arts building OR the basket hanging on my office door.  The drop box is more secure. 

 

 If you submit any work outside of class, you MUST ALSO send the same assignment to me attached to an 

email which informs me that you have left a printed copy in the dropbox or the basket.  If an assignment has 

not been turned in during class, you must provide me with BOTH the printed and the digital copy.  In most 

cases, the date and time of the emailed copy will determine the date/time the work has been submitted. 
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► Regular access to a computer and a printer (including the money and/or paper for printing). 

Students in this class must be willing and able to register with and to use/access the following regularly: 

 ► My CR: ENGL  17 Course Website (by the beginning of Week 2) 

 Some of the course materials will be available on the My CR site only.  Students will consult these materials , in 

some cases printing them and bringing them to class.   

 

 ► Class-related email (via your CR email account) (ASAP Week 1) 

 I will hold students responsible for any information I send to the class via email.  Check your CR 

 EMAIL often-- at least once a day M-Th is a good idea (and I do the same).  

 

 ► Turnitin.com (an anti-plagiarism data base on the internet) (beginning the 6th week of classes) 

 

▪A binder for storing the Class Booklet, handouts, drafts, and blank paper.  I recommend that this be a 3-hole binder and 

that you also purchase dividers to keep the materials organized. 

 

OPTIONAL/RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 

 

► A large supply of Post-it notes if you don’t want to write in your books (but annotating the books themselves is 

preferable). 

 

►The Bedford Handbook 8
th

 or 9
th

 edition, Diana Hacker & Nancy Somers. (or another recently published writing 

handbook).  Older editions are not up-to-date on MLA documentation, and your essays will need to conform to current 

MLA style/format (and your grammar /mechanics should be at a college level).  English majors should invest in the latest 

edition of the MLA Handbook. 

 

There are many textbooks published which focus on analyzing literature and writing papers about literature.  I will post on 

My CR some handouts to help you.  In addition,  an introduction to literary criticism and theory text will be a good 

investment for the transfer-bound ENGL major.    

    

 
REQUIRED COURSE WORK 

 

Reading:   The heart of this course is the often rigorous reading assignments.  It is essential  

   that you keep up with the reading.  To do well in the class, you will have to read   

   carefully, annotate your text and take reading notes, and review them before   

   coming to class.  

 

Reading Questions/ For each reading assignment quiz (including introductory and background 

Assignments/Quizzes:  readings), you will either answer a reading question as homework, post a   

   discussion question in advance, or take a very brief  in-class quiz.  These   

   assignments will give students credit for reading carefully and staying up-to-  

   date.  MISSED IN-CLASS QUIZZES CANNOT BE MADE UP, but I will drop the three lowest 

   quiz scores at the end of the semester. 

 

Formal essays:   Students will write TWO critical essays  (a minimum of 4 full     

   pages, not including the Works Cited page)--two drafts of each REQUIRED. 

 

   Essays that are below the minimum length will not earn  passing grades.   

    

    There are three essay assignments in the class.  All students must write the first essay,  

   and then each of you may choose whether to write the second or the third. 

 

Planning and revision are essential to college-level writing  If your second draft of either 

essay does not show substantial revision from draft one, you run the risk of my not 

accepting it at all.   
Class Participation: This essential responsibility for an interesting class is shared by all of us.  Most   

   often, participation will center on whole-class discussions, though it may also   

   include occasional small group work. 
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CONFERENCES: At least ONE conference with me outside of class time (probably in my office) is required 

   when the first draft of the first essay is due. 

 

GRADING 

       

Reading Assignments, Questions, & Quizzes:  50%  

Essays 1      15% 

Essay 2      25% 

[However, if a student does not turn in one of the essays, I will count both assignments equally at 20% each] 

Participation:     10% 

 

FOR GREATER PRECISION , I USE PLUS AND MINUS GRADES IN THIS COURSE WHEN EVALUATING 

ESSAYS AND WHEN CALCULATING FINAL GRADES. 

 

EXTRA CREDIT: The CR English department  has a NO EXTRA CREDIT policy. Students who wish to insure a 

passing grade or better should be attentive and diligent in completing  the required course work on time, should attend class 

regularly and participate fully, and should make the best use of opportunities to seek expert feedback and revise their essays 

thoroughly (ENGL 52, instructor office hours, ASC Humanities/English tutor). 

  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Since regular attendance is a critical factor in student success, students at the College are expected to attend all sessions of 

each class in which they are enrolled.  In general, absences may be considered excessive when the number of absences 

exceeds the total number of hours that the class meets during one week.  The English Department Attendance Policy 

specifies that students may not miss more than two weeks of class.  For example, if a class meets twice a week, 

students should not exceed 4 absences for the semester.  If a student exceeds the limit on absences before week 11 of 

the semester, an instructor will notify the student that he or she has been dropped.  After week 10, excessive absences 

will likely result in failure.   

 

INSTRUCTORS MAY DROP STUDENTS UP TO  10/31/14 FOR POOR ATTENDANCE AND/OR NON-

PARTICIPATION(ASSIGNMENTS NOT COMPLETED).  

 

IN ENGL 17, YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE CLASS IN THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES:   

 IF, BY 9/8/14, YOU HAVE HAD 2 OR MORE UNEXCUSED ABSENCES AND/OR HAVE NOT 

COMPLETED READING ASSIGNMENTS. 

 IF YOU HAVE 5 UNEXECUSED ABSENCES BEFORE 10/31/14. 

 IF, BEFORE 10/31/14, YOU HAVE  SHOWN A PATTERN OF NON-PARTICIPATION IN THE 

CLASS—MOST SIGNIFICANTLY, A PATTERN OF NOT COMPLETING ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME 

(INCLUDING READING ASSIGNMENTS AS WELL AS ESSAYS). 

 

ARRIVING LATE OR LEAVING EARLY WILL COUNT AS A HALF AN ABSENCE.  Students are considered 

late if they are not present when I take attendance at the beginning of class.  If you are late, you must talk with me 

after class to insure that I have marked you tardy rather than absent.   

 

TO BE COUNTED AS AN EXCUSED ABSENCE, YOU MUST PRODUCE MEDICAL OR LEGAL 

DOCUMENTATION CLEARLY STATING THAT YOU WERE TOO ILL TO ATTEND CLASS, YOU HAD A 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT THAT CONFLICTED WITH CLASS, OR YOU WERE SUMMONED TO APPEAR 

IN COURT AT THE DAY/TIME OF CLASS. 

 

NOTE:  Students who are parents may receive excused absences if they show medical documentation for their children’s 

illnesses or appointments.  

I understand that many of you cannot afford to see a doctor for a cold or the flu.  If you need an excused absence because of  

ailments like these, please see the CR Nurse.   

 

CR Health Center: PE Building 114  707-476-4149       Spring 2014 Hours: M 9-1, T 8:30 to 12:30, WTHF 1-5. 

(These hours may be changed a little during the semester, so you may want to call.) 

DO NOT COME TO CLASS IF YOU ARE SICK!  Medical documentation from the Health Center will be adequate to 

excuse an absence or provide a due date extension. 

 

 I DO take attendance and keep attendance records; students should also chart their attendance (including arriving 
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late and leaving early) on the chart provided.  

 

The last day for a student-initiated drop with a refund  and is 9/5/14.  The last day to drop without a “W” on your transcript 

is 9/7/14 (no refund). The last day for a student- initiated drop or for an instructor-initiated drop (without a refund and with 

a “W” on your transcript) is 10/31/14.  

 

Before I drop anyone from ENGL 17 , I will try to communicate with the student, providing I am able to reach him or her 

in class or by email.  Do not just assume, however, that if your attendance and/or course work is poor that I have  dropped 

you or will drop you.  Check with me and/or drop the class yourself up to 10/31/14.  If you think I have dropped you in 

error, please talk to me about reinstating you in the class (I can do this). 

 

AFTER October 31,  INSTRUCTORS CAN NO LONGER DROP STUDENTS FROM THE COURSE. 

IF YOU STOP ATTENDING CLASS WITHOUT OFFICIALLY DROPPING OR BEING DROPPED, 

YOU WILL RECEIVE AN “F” IN ENGL 17 

  

OTHER POLICIES 

 
► LATE WORK: Essays should be turned in on the due date, unless you have  medical documentation  excusing an 

absence on the day the work was due.  Essays that are turned in late (without a special instructor OK) may be docked a 

letter grade for each day late (including weekends—not just class days but all calendar days)..  Reading questions 

and quizzes will not be accepted late, nor can you make them up (though the three lowest scores are dropped at the 

end of the term). 
 

If you have an emergency that warrants special attention regarding a deadline, contact me before the deadline.  When 

special circumstances arise, I reserve the right to adjust the late paper policy, based on my judgment of the student's 

emergency situation and his or her past performance in the class.  

 

ESSAYS MAY BE CONSIDERED LATE IF THEY ARE TURNED IN ON TIME BUT ARE NOT READY TO BE GRADED                                         

BECAUSE A STUDENT (1)  HAS NOT UPLOADED THE ESSAY TO TURNITIN.COM, (2)  HAS NOT INCLUDED A FIRST DRAFT 

&/OR OTHER REQUIRED DOCUMENTS.  In these cases, deadlines WILL NOT be extended.   

 

► COPIES:  Students are required to print and keep their own hard copies of all drafts (1st, 2nd, & optional 3rd) before 

turning them in to me.  This is the best way to avoid losing work because of technological glitches. 

 

► INSTRUCTOR COMMENTS AND GRADES: I realize that students are anxious to get graded papers back ASAP, but 

because of my teaching load and my desire to read and respond carefully, do not expect to receive your paper back in 

less than TWO WEEKS.  In addition, I do NOT use the My CR online gradebook, but I will provide you with 

materials for tracking and figuring your own grades.  If you want to know the grade-to-date that I have for you in 

my gradebook, send me an email request.  

 

► INCOMPLETES: The final grade of “Incomplete” will only be given in very rare cases where serious circumstances 

(generally, a documented medical crisis) have prevented a student with a passing grade from completing no more than one 

major paper.  Students who have failed to turn in more than one paper, who have poor attendance records, who do not have 

serious and compelling reasons for their late work, or who have not discussed the situation with me before the last week of 

classes are NOT appropriate candidates for the grade of “Incomplete.”     

  

► ACADEMIC HONESTY: Students in English 17 will be subject to College of the Redwoods’ policy on academic 

honest and plagiarism.  A handout  that outlines this policy, including definitions of plagiarism and penalties., will be made 

available on My CR.  All instances of plagiarism—whether due to conscious dishonesty or sloppy research methods—

will result in the maximum penalty the college supports. 

 

If you are not entirely sure that you understand fully the academic definition of plagiarism, please meet with me for 

a tutorial on the subject.  Please note that “plagiarism” includes anything (sentences, parts of sentences) that you 

have copied from the internet and have not cited appropriately.   

 

Students are responsible for uploading essays (draft two) to Turnitin.com, a subscription database that checks papers for 

plagiarism.  Your essay (will not be graded unless it has been scanned by this program, and I have received the 

results.  (This is a CR English Department policy for all courses above the 350 level.) 
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I DO check Turnitin, and I DO enforce this policy. 

 

► INSTRUCTOR HELP ON ESSAYS: I am very happy to help students with their writing process at any stage: 

planning, writing, or revising draft one.  To access my help, however, you will need to meet with me during my office 

hours, or—if you enroll in ENGL 52—my Writing Center Hours.  I may be able to answer a  brief, simple question about 

your draft via email, but I cannot provide any substantive advice in an email.  For students who cannot make my office 

hours, I may be able to schedule special appointments, but please keep in mind that I am limited by my teaching  and 

meeting schedules.   

 

► SPECIAL NEEDS: If you have special needs due to a verifiable physical, psychological, or learning disability, you are 

legally entitled to appropriate accommodations.  The college offers a variety of services to support students with special 

needs, and you should talk with me as soon as possible if you would like my help with arranging accommodations to ensure 

your success in this course.   

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR ENGLISH 17 

 
What should the students be able to do as a result of taking this course?  
1. Analyze the significance of a literary work using close-reading. 

2.  Generate interpretative arguments that include comparison, evaluation, and/or synthesis of other readers' claims. 

3. Discuss historical, intellectual, and cultural contexts for works of American literature. 

 

 

APPROPRIATE CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
  

Generally, ENGL 17 students understand the standards of appropriate behavior for college students, so classroom conduct 

does not become a problem.  However, to avoid embarrassment or misunderstanding, students should be aware that 

the following behaviors are NOT ACCEPTABLE in class:  

 

  Use of electronic devices in class, including cell phones and MP3 players, e-readers, notebook/notepad 

computers (without permission), and e-cigarettes or vaping devices.  I HAVE A NO-TOLERANCE POLICY 

ABOUT TEXTING AND USING ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CLASS.  If you do so, I will stop whatever we 

are doing and tell you to leave the classroom.  PUT YOUR PHONE & MP3 PLAYER AWAY before class starts, 

and turn off cell phones before entering the class and the Writing Center.  Texting or other inappropriate electronic 

activities during class will not only result in your being temporarily suspended from class IMMEDIATELY (that is, 

kicked out), but you may also be referred to campus disciplinary authorities.  CONSIDER THIS HANDOUT YOUR 

FIRST WARNING!   

 

  Please do not use a computer, electronic notepad, or an e-reader in class without meeting first with me to 

establish appropriate guidelines. 
 

Side conversations between students while class is in session.  Even if you are talking about class work, side 

conversations are discourteous to the instructor and to other students who are participating in class discussions or who 

are trying to listen. (Of course, paired or group activities are sometime part of the class activities.)  

 

Sleeping, resting with head on desk and/or with closed eyes, sitting with hat or hoodie covering eyes.  If you are too 

tired or too bored to stay awake in class, then you should not be there.  Please be warned that if you are sitting with 

your eyes covered or closed, I will interrupt the class and tell you to wake up or leave the classroom.   

 

Engaging your instructor in a dispute about a course policy and/or grade while class is in session. 

The best time to discuss a policy and/or grade is during your instructor’s office hours.  If you cannot make my office 

hours, then ask for an appointment, perhaps after class or at another time that works for both of you. 

 

Keep in mind that it is not unusual to feel stressed by course work or policies and/or to feel badly about a grade.  It is best, 

however, to wait until you are calm to discuss in person or by email such matters with your instructor (and to keep 

in mind the optional third draft privilege).  Your strong emotions will not excuse inappropriate behavior or tone, 

including explicit anger, rudeness, or accusations (not only in face-to-face communications but also in emails). 

 

Interrupting the class by entering late, leaving early, or coming and going from the classroom while the class is in 

session.  Take care of personal needs before entering the classroom.  If you walk out of the classroom repeatedly (before 
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class is over) or wander in and out repeatedly, you will be warned and ultimately suspended from the class and referred to 

campus disciplinary authorities.  Again, such repeated behavior is disruptive and discourteous to the instructor and to the 

other students.  (Of course, occasionally emergencies occur which make such interruptions unavoidable.  In these cases, 

please try to be as unobtrusive as possible.) 

 

Interrupting a class discussion or a lecture to ask an off-topic question, particularly one that pertains to you 

alone (for example, “Did I miss anything when I was absent last week?”).  I want you all to feel free to ask questions, but 

please try to ask them at appropriate times in the class session, and if the question does apply only to you, ask it before or 

after class or call/email me. 

 

HOW TO GET A GOOD GRADE IN ENGL 17 (AND LEARN SOMETHING AS WELL) 

 
 Be attentive in class: participating actively in discussions, in answering and posing questions.  PERHAPS 

MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, STUDENTS DETERMINE THEIR OWN AND THEIR 

CLASSMATES’ EXPERIENCE IN A CLASS BY ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING (OR NOT). 

 

 Do the reading!  If you don’t keep up with the reading assignments in the class, you are sunk—period. 

 

 Follow this approach to the reading assignments: Read when you are alert enough to focus your attention; 

annotate and take notes , and write down questions you have while you read; look up words you 

      don’t know and historical references you are not familiar with; review your notes and annotations before 

      class; be sure to have a copy of the reading in class, including your reading notes. 

 
 Begin all  essay assignments well before the deadline and complete them conscientiously.  Turn in 

assignments on time. 
 

 Devote an ample amount of time to course work, which involves juggling multiple assignments and essay 

revisions. 

 

 Refer to the Class Schedule daily, not only to see what is due for the next class but also to plan ahead for 

upcoming  assignments and deadlines (especially long reading assignments). 

 

 Know how to reach the instructor (in her office or via phone and email), and do not hesitate to ask her for 

help and clarification. 

 

 Read handouts (assignments, syllabus, and other guidelines) thoroughly, referring back to them throughout the 

semester; follow directions carefully and ask for clarification when you do not understand what to do.  
 

 Miss very few (or no) class meetings, and if you are absent, take responsibility to see that work is turned in, to 

find out what you may have missed, and to keep track of your total absences and tardies (so you do not run afoul 

of the attendance policy). 

 

 Revise your first draft thoroughly, and  seek out instructor input to help you. 

 

 Motivate yourself  by trying to develop your intellectual curiosity, by trying to raise your boredom threshold, and 

by focusing on the importance of reading and writing skills to your academic and professional future. 

 

  Help to create a positive classroom atmosphere by showing consideration to other students, maintaining their 

good humor, and encouraging everyone to get the most from the class. 

 

Assignments for Th. 8/28   

 

TH 8/28 

 “Beginnings to 1700-Introduction,” 3-19 (expect a reading quiz on this material) 

 “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Literature,” Delbanco (handout) 

 The full class schedule will be passed out. 

 



ENGL 17 Class Schedule 

 

All assignments are due on the day that they appear on the syllabus.  

IF THE SCHEDULE LISTS ONLY THE PAGE ON WHICH THE READING STARTS, 

 YOU ARE EXPECTED TO READ THE ENTIRE SECTION/CHAPTER.  

If no page number is given, please consult the Table of Contents or Index. 

 

Plan to have a class discussion and a reading quiz, question,  

or other assignment on every reading. 

 Specific instructions for these questions or assignments may be given  

at the previous class meeting and/or emailed to the class.   

The quiz/reading question will always cover the reading that is assigned for that day, 

 even if our discussion has fallen behind schedule. 

 

 Generally, in-class activities will not appear on the syllabus, and scheduled in-class 

quizzes, &  discussions may be altered throughout the semester, depending on the needs of 

the class. 

NO MAKE-UP READING QUIZZES (THOUGH YOUR THREE LOWEST QUIZ 

GRADES WILL BE DROPPED AT THE END OF THE SEMESTER). 

 

The following schedule is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.    

Week 1   

  

T 8/26 

 Introduction to the course 

 

TH 8/28 

 “Beginnings to 1700-Introduction,” 3-19 

 “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Literature,” Delbanco (handout) 

 

Week 2 

 

T 9/2 

 “The Iroquois Creation Story,” 20 

 “The Woge of Yurok Lore,” Raphael & House (handout) 

 Intro to John Smith, 57 

 From The General History of Virginia, New England, & the Summer Isles, Smith.  59-69 (mid-page) 

 Intro to William Bradford,  72 

 Of Plymouth Plantation, 74-90 

 

TH 9/4 

 Intro to John Winthrop, 90 

 “A Model of Christian Charity,” 91 

 “To my Dear Children,” Ann Bradstreet, 123 

 Intro to Cotton Mather, 149 

 From The Wonders of the Invisible World 

Friday, 9/5 is the last day to drop with a refund and without a “W” on your transcript. 

 

Week 3 

 

T  9/9 

 Intro to Mary Rowlandson, 126 

 From A Narrative of the Captivity and the Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, 126 



 

TH 9/11 

 Intro to Ann Bradstreet, 110 

 Poetry of Ann Bradstreet, all selections, 111 

 Intro to Edward Taylor, 143 

 Poetry of Edward Taylor, all selections, 144 

 

Week 4 

 

T  9/16  

 “American Literature 1700-1820, Introduction,” 157-169 

 “Native Americans: Contact and Conflict,”  all selections.  221 

 “Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America,” Franklin.  244 

 Students will be assigned sections of Franklin’s Autobiography today (due 9/23).  

    

TH 9/18 

 Intro to Jonathan Edwards, 177 

 From Personal Narrative, 179-189 

 “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” 209 

 

Week 5 

 

T  9/23 

 Intro to Franklin, 234  

 From The Autobiography, 242-92, 297-308 

Students will read the section they were assigned on 9/16 and will report to the rest of the class.  I 

recommend that everyone skim the sections he or she was not assigned. 

 

TH 9/25   

 Intro to Thomas Paine, 323 

 From Common Sense, 324 

 Intro to Jefferson, 337 

 From “The Declaration of Independence,” 339 

 Intro to Equiano354 

 From The…Life of Olaudah Equiano, 355-368, 374-76 (stop at From Chapter VI) 

 Essay 1 Assignment passed out (see 10/2) 

 

Week 6 

 

T 9/30 

 Intro to Wheatley 

 Wheatley poems—all.  

 Intro to Freneau 

 Freneau poems—all.  

 

TH 10/2 

 “American Literature 1820-1865 

 Paper Talk  

One hour of this class period will be focused on the essay assignments for the course.  

Begin forming ideas and doing prewriting for Paper 1 this weekend. 

 

Week 7 

 

T 10/7 

 Intro to Melville1099 

 Intro to Moby-Dick (handout) 

 Preface to Norton Critical Edition, ix-xi ( to end of 1
st
 paragraph on the page) 

 Moby-Dick, “Etomology,” “Extracts,” Ch.1 



   

TH 10/9 

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 2-15 

 

WE WILL SCHEDULE CONFERENCES ON PAPER 1 TODAY.  THEY ARE REQUIRED AND WILL 

TAKE PLACE DURING WEEK 8 IN MY OFFICE OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME.  YOUR PROSPECTUS 

AND FIRST DRAFT ARE DUE AT THE TIME OF YOUR CONFERENCE 

 

Week 8   CONFERENCE WEEK: FIRST DRAFT OF PAPER 1 AND PROSPECTUS DUE 

 

T 10/14 

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 16-28 

 

TH 10/16 

 Intro to Hawthorne, 603 

 “Young Goodman Brown,” 619 

 “The Birth-Mark,” 645 

 

Week 9 

 

T 10/21 

 Intro to Poe, 643 

 “The Fall of the House of Usher,” 702 

 “Some Words with a Mummy,” handout 

 “ 

TH 10/23 

 FINAL DRAFT OF PAPER 1 DUE 

 Poe, The Raven,” 688 

 “The Philosophy of Composition,” 737 

 

Week 10 

 

T 10/28 

 Intro to Emerson, 505 

 “Self-Reliance,” 549 

 

TH 10/30 

 Emerson, “Nature” 508 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: LAST DAY FOR A STUDENT-INITIATED DROP: FRIDAY, OCT 31 

 

Week 11 

 

T 11/4 

 Intro to Throreau, 839 

 Walden, Ch. 1 (858) 

 

 

TH 11/6 

 Walden,  Ch. 2 (901), Ch. 5 (910) Ch. 18 (926) 

 

Week 12 

 

T 11/11 

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 23-42 

 

 

 



TH 11/13 

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 45-73 

 

Week 13 

 

T 11/18  

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 74-105 

 

TH 11/20 

 Moby-Dick, Ch. 106-end 

 Essay 1 Assignment passed out 

 

Week 14 

 

T  11/25  

 Intro to Fuller, 749 

 From The Great Lawsuit, 752 (all excerpts) 

 Intro to Jacobs, 818 

 Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, 819 (all chapters in Norton) 

 

TH 11/27 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  

  

Week 15 

 

WE WILL SCHEDULE CONFERENCES ON PAPER 2 TODAY, BUT THEY ARE OPTIONAL.  THEY 

WILL TAKE PLACE DURING WEEK 15 IN MY OFFICE OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME.  THOSE WHO 

WANT A CONFERENCE SHOULD BRING A COMPLETE FIRST DRAFT OR AT LEAST A 

PROSPECTUS TO THE CONFERENCE. 
 

T 12/2 

 Intro to Whitman, 1005 

 “Song of Myself,” 1024 

 

Th 12/4 

 Preface to Leaves of Grass, 1009 

 “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” 1069 

 

FINALS WEEK:  

 

T  12/9  1-3  NO EXAM.  I WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CLASSROOM FOR LAST-

MINUTE ESSAY CONFERENCES DURING THE CLASS PERIOD. 

 

ESSAY 2 DEADLINE: TH. 12/11   12:00 NOON   TURN IT TO ME IN MY OFFICE OR IN THE 

CREATIVE ARTS DROPBOX (IN THE LATTER CASE, BE SURE TO EMAIL ME A COPY AS WELL). 

DON’T FORGET TURNITIN.COM! 
 

I WILL POST GRADES ON MY CR BY 12/19 at 5pm. 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WEB ADVISOR (VIA THE CR WEBSITE)  

FOR YOUR OFFICIAL GRADE REPORT! 

 

Have a Great Winter Break! 
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